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SERMON. 


Titus  ii.  :  7, 
"  Young  men  likewise  exhort  to  be  sober-minded." 

Tod's  vEGarepovi  codavrooi 

TtapaudXei  daotppoveiv.     (Sept.) 
Juvenes  similiter  hortare  ut 

sobrii  sint,     (  Vulgate.) 

To  the  students  of  the  Class  of  1888,  whose  names 
are  about  to  be  enrolled  on  the  catalogue  of  gradu- 
ates of  Columbia,  now  comes,  on  the  courteous  invi- 
tation of  the  Trustees  and  on  their  own,  as  their 
preacher,  a  brother  who  received  his  bachelor's  de- 
gree from  our  dear  Alma  Mater  just  forty  years  ago. 
Art  is  long,  and  time  is  fleeting  :  how  fast  the  twelve 
months  pass,  and  how  steadily  the  great  world  moves 
on,  whether  with  us  or  without  us,  matters  not !  Ask- 
ing myself  what  it  were  best  to  say,  out  of  this  forty 
years'  experience,  to  these  young  brethren,  with  their 
work  before  them,  and  if  God  will,  with  years  more 
in  number  than  my  own  in  which  to  carry  out  what 
may  be  in  their  strong  and  brave  hearts  to-day,  I 
have  borrowed  from  the  great  Apostle,  from  him 
who,  though  "  born  out  of  due  time,"  *  held,  of  old, 

*  I.  Cor.  XV.  :  8. 
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4  SERMON. 

preeminently,  the  title  of  the  Apostle,  certain  words 
which  are  as  good  for  you,  dear  friends,  as  they  were 
for  those  to  whom  St.  Paul  addressed  them,  and  may 
well  be  chosen  as  a  motto  or  legend  for  the  start  in 
life  :  *'  Young  men  likewise  exhort  to  be  sober- 
minded."  Let  us  begin  by  considering  what  that 
word  *'  sober-minded  "  means. 

In  the  Greek  it  stands  thus  :  rovz  reoDrepov?  (^ffavTco? 
TTapaxaXsi  ffaocppoysiv.  And  the  Latin  has  it  :  Juvenes 
stmzlzter  hortare  ut  sobrii  sint.  The  leading  idea  Is 
that  of  rightness  of  understanding,  and  due  regulation 
of  the  thoughts  :  the  sober-minded  are  they  who  have 
the  thoughts,  desires,  and  passions  well  in  hand  and 
habitually  under  control.  The  word  Is  used  in  other 
places  in  the  Bible,  and  notably  in  three,  to  which  I 
shall  presently  refer  in  Illustration  of  the  theme  ;  and 
from  them  we  collect  :  that  to  be  GoocppGov,  or  sapiens 
3ind  sodrmsy  In  the  Bible  sense.  Is,  first  to  be  of  a  sound 
mind,  and  in  one's  right  mind,  and  sane  ;  and  next  to 
be  calm  and  self-disciplined  ;  to  be  staid  and  reserved 
as  becomes  a  man  who  respects  himself ;  and  further 
to  be  modest  and  humble,  and  not  above  learning 
from  any  one  who  can  teach  us  ;  not  impatient  of  re- 
proof when  In  the  wrong,  nor  afraid  of  just  criticism  ; 
able  to  see  things  In  their  true  proportions,  and  not 
like  certain  persons  who  seem  to  say  :  "  We  are 
the  people,  and  wisdom  shall  die  with  us."  ^  And 
now  we  come,  and  exhort  you,  dear  young  brethren, 
to  be  thus  sober-minded,  believing  that  the  counsel 
of  the  Apostle  is  a  safe  one  to  follow,  wherever  men 

*  Job  xii.  :  2. 
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SERMON.  5 

Stand  on  the  Register  of  our  College,  or  whatever  the 
number  of  the  years  already  completed  on  the  jour- 
ney through  this  trying  and  dangerous  world. 

But  here,  at  the  outset,  let  me  not  be  misunder- 
stood. God  forbid  that  I  should  be  taken  as  saying 
things  Inconsistent  with  the  true  idea  of  youth.  That 
golden  prime,  that  loved  and  departed  juventuSy  is 
not  so  far  away  that  one  should  have  forgotten  what 
was  also  in  his  own  heart.  Youth  and  enthusiasm 
ought  to  go  together.  It  belongs  to  young  men  to 
be  hopeful,  and  cheery,  and  enthusiastic  ;  their  souls 
should  be  full  of  bright  ideals;  to  them  life  ought  to 
appear  to  be  eminently  worth  living.  There  is  no 
worse  sign,  no  plainer  weather-cast  of  trouble  ahead, 
than  the  sight  of  young  men  who  are  no  longer 
young;  who  are  already  listless,  cynical,  blase,  and 
old  before  their  time.  Youth  is  the  day  for  faith  and 
ambition ;  it  Is  the  golden  prime.  "  Rejoice,  O 
young  man,  in  thy  youth  ;  and  let  thy  heart  cheer 
thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth."  ^  If  that  was  said  in 
bitterness  by  the  Koheleth,  we  will  make  free  to 
take  his  words  and  repeat  them  in  earnest,  declaring 
that  It  is  a  good  and  joyful  thing  to  see  our  youth 
all  that  youth  should  be.  "  The  thoughts  of  youth 
are  long  thoughts,"  and  full  thoughts,  of  all  that 
they  hope  to  do,  and  will  try  hard  to  do.  Woe  to 
that  young  man  who  is  without  ambition,  hopes,  and 
dreams  !  Woe  to  the  social  or  civic  institutions  which 
make  the  young  permanently  old,  turn  them  into 
darkness,  and   scoffers,    kill    the    Imagination,  blunt 

*Eccles.  xi. :  9. 
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the  keen  edge  of  conscience,  and  dry  up  the  heart ! 
Be  there  ever  in  us  elders  an  honest,  genuine  love  of 
youth  and  an  appreciation  of  its  characteristic  worth 
and  charm  ;  and  yet  for  all  that  let  us  exhort  young 
men  to  be  sober-minded,  for  without  that  quality,  in 
the  right  understanding  thereof,  youth  is  not  youth  but 
a  caricature  and  parody  of  itself.  As  physical  health 
and  strength  depend  on  good  habits,  early  formed, 
and  strictly  adhered  to  ;  so  the  freshness  and  nobility 
of  an  ingenuous  youth  depend  on  conforming  to  the 
counsel  of  St.  Paul.  A  noble  life,  in  its  fair  promise, 
has  a  marked  type  of  its  own  ;  but  it  is  not  the  type 
of  the  harlequin  or  the  lunatic.  The  harlequin  does 
much  running  about  and  jumping,  much  posturing 
and  grimacing ;  the  lunatic  talks  largely  and  freely 
on  many  subjects,  deceiving  himself  but  no  one  else. 
And  just  as  there  are  boys  who  are  as  active  and 
restless  as  monkeys,  and  seem  constitutionally  unable 
to  keep  still,  so  there  is  in  young  men  a  predisposi- 
tion to  the  part  of  the  harlequin  and  the  lunatic  when 
they  come  to  questions  of  duty  and  discipline,  and 
are  put  to  the  moral  test.  But  we,  their  elders  shall 
always  rise  up  and  do  honor  to  our  younger  brethren, 
who  have  put  away  these  foolish  things,  and,  study- 
ing the  rule  of  a  higher  wisdom,  and  following  the 
apostolic  precept,  have  won  the  grace  of  soberness  of 
spirit,  while  retaining  the  elation  and  enthusiasm  of 
their  age. 

There  are  three  lines  on  which  sober-mindedness  is 
becoming  ;  and  these  are  indicated  in  three  passages 
in  the  New  Testament.     The  first  is  this  :  ''  For  I 
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say  through  the  grace  given  unto  me,  unto  every 
man  that  is  among  you,  not  to  think  of  himself  more 
highly  than  he  ought  to  think  ;  but  to  think  soberly, 
according  as  God  hath  dealt  to  every  man  the  meas- 
ure of  faith."*  Here  the  Apostle  bids  us  to  sober 
thought  of  self,  based  on  faith,  and  on  a  reverent  ap- 
prehension of  our  insignificance  in  the  presence  of 
Almighty  God.  The  second  is  this  :  "  For  whether 
we  be  beside  ourselves  it  is  to  God  :  or  whether 
we  be  sober  it  is  for  your  cause."f  And  this  is 
sobriety  of  action  with  a  view  to  one's  neighbor 
and  brethren  :  restraint,  imposed  on  self,  for  the  sake 
of  other  men.  The  third  is  in  the  Gospel  according 
to  St.  Mark,  where  we  read  how  the  Lord  cast  out 
the  legion  of  devils,  and  sent  them  into  a  herd  of 
animals  ceremonially  unclean  ;  and  of  the  man  thus 
delivered  it  says  :  *'  They  see  him  that  was  possessed 
of  the  devil  and  had  the  legion,  sitting,  and  clothed, 
and  in  his  right  mind."  %  The  word  is  the  same  : 
"  in  his  right  mind  "  ;  sane,  sober-minded  once  more  ; 
and  It  denotes  the  state  in  which  a  man  is  no  more 
at  war  with  himself,  nor  the  sport  of  fiends,  nor  the 
prey  to  passion,  but  free.  On  these  lines  let  us  fol- 
low out  our  theme  ;  and  so  are  we  brought  to  three 
views  of  our  duty  :  to  God,  to  the  age,  and  to  self. 
Who  among  you  would  be  of  sober  mind  ?  Let  him 
show  us  what  his  mind  is  on  these  three  subjects,  on 
religion,  on  the  duties  of  the  citizen,  on  the  personal, 
inner  life. 

And  1st,  of  duty  to   God.      Here,  to  begin  with, 

*  Romans  xii.:  3.         f  2  Cor.  v.:  13.  \  St.  Mark  v.:  15. 
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young  men,  see  that  ye  heed  the  Apostle's  exhorta- 
tion. As  a  general  rule,  it  costs  a  great  deal  to  be 
sober-minded  and  temperate  ;  it  costs  the  effort  of 
resistance  ;  it  implies  prescience  of  consequences  ;  it 
costs  the  courage  to  say.  No.  Sobriety  of  thought 
on  the  greatest  of  all  subjects  which  concerns  us, 
may  be  the  result  of  a  grand  battle  with  influences 
which  lead  to  mental  and  spiritual  inebriation.  Re- 
sistance to  tempters,  forethought  of  danger,  need  we 
not  these  for  the  safety  of  the  soul,  as  much  as  for 
the  health  of  the  body  ?  There  are  strange  and  wild 
ideas  in  the  minds  of  men  with  whom  you  come  in 
contact,  about  the  origin  and  conditions  of  thought. 
Probably  there  has  never  been  an  age  so  generally 
intelligent  and  at  the  same  time  so  superficial  as  our 
own  ;  and  the  result  of  a  widespread  but  imperfect 
culture  is  before  us,  in  certain  large  and  attractive 
systems,  which  represent  not  the  solid  and  well-di- 
gested learning,  but  the  boldness  and  irresponsibility 
of  their  apostles. 

A  young  man  must  needs  be  sober-minded,  in  view 
of  the  things  against  him.  For  instance,  he  hears 
much  said  of  the  absolute  independence  of  thought  ; 
he  is  told  that  no  man  can  help  thinking  what  he 
thinks  ;  that  thought  is  a  function  of  the  physical 
system  ;  that  it  is  involuntary,  and  beyond  our  con- 
trol ;  that  the  brain  thinks,  just  as  the  stomach 
digests  and  the  liver  secretes  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
alleged  that  men  are  not  responsible  or  censurable  for 
what  they  think,  nor  under  obligation  to  conceal  or 
restrain  their  thoughts.    Again  :  he  hears  much,  and. 
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if  he  so  incline,  may  read  much,  in  fascinating  books, 
about  the  mystery  of  Being,  and  the  wonders  of  the 
Universe — written  with  the  distinct  purpose  to  un- 
dermine his  belief  in  a  Personal  God,  a  Divine  Crea- 
tor, a  present  Providence  ;  and  if  he  be  wise  and  at- 
tentive, he  will  note  in  a  certain  influential  school  of 
writers  and  teachers,  a  feverish  habit  of  assailing 
Christ  and  Christianity,  a  restless  antagonism  to  the 
Gospel,  a  pugnacity  which  tells  the  story  of  the  state 
of  the  mind.  Then,  if  he  will  go  on  and  study  this 
hostility  to  God,  Christ,  and  the  Church,  as  systema- 
tized by  modern  thinkers,  he  will  be  warmly  taken  in 
hand  by  the  advocates  of  several  great  philosophic 
schemes,  such  as  Materialism,  Secularism,  and  Ag- 
nosticism, of  which  three  systems  this  must  be  said 
— that  each  presents  an  intelligible  substitute  for  the 
Christian  Religion,  a  code  of  principles,  a  theory  of 
life,  a  Summum  Bonum,  and  the  means  to  ensue  it. 
We  elders  who  have  passed  through  and  come  out  of 
these  fires  often  tremble  for  the  young  soldiers  whom 
we  see  entering  into  the  flame  ;  we  wonder  how  they 
will  stand  it,  we  long  to  help  with  counsel,  we  do  help 
with  prayers.  And  it  is  borne  in  on  us,  and  we  wish 
we  could  make  them  see,  that  the  apostolic  quality  of 
sober-mindedness  must  be  their  safeguard  in  the  day 
of  trial.  The  sober-minded  youth  will  see  that  thought 
has*  its  laws,  as  well  as  word  and  act ;  that  it  is  not  in- 
fallible ;  that  a  right  and  a  wrong  are  in  our  thoughts  ; 
that  in  the  thoughts  there  is  as  much  disorder  as  in 
the  members  ;  that  to  discipline  his  thoughts  is  in  the 
power  of  every  intelligent  man  ;  that  it  is  as  easy  to 
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sin  in  thought  as  in  deed  ;  that  God  will  bring  us  into 
judgment  for  what  we  think,  because  the  state  of  the 
mind  is  an  index  to  the  state  of  the  heart,  and  the 
heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things  and  desperately 
wicked.  It  comports  not  with  sobriety  of  thought  to 
think  there  is  no  God ;  or  to  think  that  we  men,  made 
for  Him,  and  feeling  after  Him,  and  needing  Him 
every  hour,  have  no  way  of  knowing  Him,  and  that 
He  must  ever  remain  to  us  the  Unknown  and  the 
Unknowable  ;  it  is  not  sobriety,  it  is  intoxication,  of 
thought  to  think  that  force  is  essentially  inherent  in 
matter,  or  that  there  can  be  motion  with  no  One  to 
begin  it,  or  that  atoms  of  matter  can  be  self-existent 
and  eternal,  or  that  life  can  come  by  spontaneous 
generation  where  there  was  no  life  before.  It  is  not 
sobriety  of  thought  to  think  that  mind  is  matter,  that 
thought  is  but  a  movement  of  matter,  that  the  soul  is 
material  and  corruptible.  And  yet  how  many  young 
men  have  wrecked  their  promise  and  their  hope  in 
taking  up  notions  of  this  sort  and  living  thereby, 
under  the  seductive  influence  of  some  admired  and 
ingenious  author,  some  eloquent  and  graceful  writer, 
precisely  as  others  descend  in  the  moral  scale  and  go 
away  out  of  sight,  in  company  with  free  and  licen- 
tious companions,  among  the  cards,  the  drinks,  and 
the  nameless  women  !  Nor  yet  have  these  that  pre- 
science of  consequences  of  which  mention  was  made; 
they  go  into  the  snare  not  knowing  whither  they  are 
led,  and  the  end  is  a  blighted  life,  shut  out  from  the 
most  glorious  hope  ever  presented  to  man,  and 
dwindling  away  in  some  narrow  scheme  of  life  :  in 
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Secularism,  which  substitutes  the  worship  of  the  Age 
for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God  ;  in  Agnosticism, 
which  a  great  Christian  thinker  rightly  styles  **  a 
Doctrine  of  Despair." 

But,  secondly,  of  Duty  to  the  Age.  Here,  also,  false 
notions  are  rife,  and  much  Intoxication  to  be  seen  up 
and  down  the  ways  by  which  we  go  ;  and  here,  again, 
we  cry  :  Be  sober,  and  resist  temptation.  No  sober- 
minded  youth  can  believe  that  It  can  be  right  for  him 
to  idle  away  his  life  ;  that  he  can  live  to  himself  only  ; 
that  he  has  no  duty  to  his  time,  his  country,  and  his 
people.  God  gives  every  one  of  us  enough  to  do, 
and  all  that  we  can  do,  and  do  it  we  must.  But  is  it 
then  so  easy  to  know  our  duty?  Hark  to  the 
contradictory  cries  which  fill  the  air.  Note  what 
upheaval  of  foundations,  what  drift  from  ancient  land- 
marks. Listen  to  the  railings,  the  invectives  of 
discontent,  the  protest  of  the  demagogue,  the  pessi- 
mist, the  professional  agitator.  What  stirring  up  of 
strife  ;  what  inciting  to  riot  and  revolution  in  the 
name  of  human  progress  !  Observe  what  pictures  the 
popular  Apostle  draws  of  the  coming  Era — extrava- 
gant, imaginative,  flaming  in  colors,  like  the  posters 
on  the  fence  when  a  circus  or  menagerie  Is  expected 
in  the  village  !  Here,  of  a  surety,  Is  need  of  sober 
men.  Here  do  we  need  a  rising  generation.  Imbued 
with  intelligent  love  of  country,  patriotic,  loyal  to  the 
constitution,  the  laws,  and  the  nation's  flag,  reverent 
as  to  the  past,  hopeful  as  to  the  future  ;  thoroughly 
grounded  in  the  principles  of  political  science,  well 
furnished  with  the  results  of  experience,  sufiiclently 
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read  in  history  to  comprehend  the  travesties  and  re- 
fute the  falsehoods  which  pass  current  in  its  name. 
Never  was  ebriety  more  apparent  than  that  which  is 
produced  by  imbibing  in  the  saloons  of  those  agi- 
tators of  the  day,  whose  trade  it  is  to  stir  up  the 
world,  inflame  the  populace,  and  set  classes  by  the 
ears.  The  Socialist,  the  Communist,  the  Agrarian, 
are  among  the  tempters  whom  we  must  resist,  stead- 
fast in  the  faith  in  the  principles  on  which  our 
political  system  rests,  in  an  intelligent  mistrust  of 
centralization  and  paternal  state  government,  and  of 
every  thing  that  militates  against  the  rights  of  men, 
the  right  to  labor,  and  to  enjoy  the  results  thereof, 
the  right  to  property,  the  right  to  security  in  house 
and  land,  in  goods,  in  life,  in  limb.  It  appertains  to 
sobriety  of  mind,  to  stem  destructive  currents  and 
streams  of  evil  tendency  ;  to  refuse  support  to 
theorists  and  fanatics  ;  to  watch  the  lights  upon  the 
coast,  the  signals  from  the  outer  main  ;  and  in  an 
earnest  spirit  to  gird  one's  self  for  the  work  of  a  man  ; 
to  defend  the  social  order ;  to  purify  society ;  to  as- 
sert the  principles  of  liberty  received  from  our  fathers  ; 
to  oppose  despotism,  in  what  shape  soever  it  may 
threaten,  the  despotism  of  political  rings  and  parties, 
the  despotism  of  class-organizations,  the  despotism 
represented  by  labor  unions,  walking  delegates,  and 
boycotters,  the  despotism  of  monopolists  and  corpo- 
rations, the  despotism  of  fashion  ;  to  stand  for  per- 
sonal freedom  under  the  protection  of  law ;  to 
dominate  corrupters  of  morals  and  disturbers  of  the 
peace.    And  to  whom  should  we  look  for  help  but  to 
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such  as  you,  who  have  received  a  liberal  education  to 
that  very  end  that  you  should  put  your  hand  to  the 
work,  and  do  it  with  a  good  conscience,  as  unto 
God  ?  Earnestness,  enthusiasm,  are  needed  here  ; 
yet  these  are  only  efficient  when  the  man  is  sober- 
minded,  and  has  complete  control  of  self. 

So,  thirdly,  to  Self  we  come  ;  to  Duty  to  Self,  the 
correlative  to  Duty  to  God  and  to  the  Age. 

"  This  above  all,  to  thine  own  self  be  true, 
And  it  must  follow,  as  the  night  the  day, 
Thou  canst  not  then  be  false  to  any  man." 

But  what  a  duty  is  this  !  And  who  is  sufficient  for 
this  thing  ?  Confront  thyself  ;  know  thy  faults,  thy 
follies  ;  measure  the  strength  of  thy  passionate  de- 
sires ;  study  that  dreary  picture  which  every  one 
of  us  sees  when  he  looks  within,  of  a  nature  at 
strife  with  itself ;  know  thy  own  false  heart  ;  by 
self-examination  comprehend  what  thou  art  ;  and 
then  tell  us  of  this  Duty  to  Self  ;  who  can  perform  it, 
unless  he  feels  in  himself  the  power  of  the  freeman  ? 
How  miserable  he  who  finds,  or  thinks  he  finds,  no 
will,  no  force,  no  strength  on  which  he  can  depend,  to 
make  his  own  life,  to  compel  circumstances,  to  shape 
his  destiny  !  What  is  to  become  of  the  man  who 
denies  his  free-agency  and  his  free-will  ?  of  the  fatal- 
ist, who  deems  himself  predestinated,  by  the  contour 
of  his  skull,  or  the  congenital  quality  and  substance 
of  his  flesh,  to  one  line  only  which  he  has  got  to 
travel,  whether  he  will  or  no,  to  a  doom  from  which 
he  has  no  power  to  escape  !     It  is  not  so  ;  there  is 
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no  predestination  to  sin  and  evil,  and  their  baleful 
results,  which  a  brave  and  true  man  cannot  resist  and 
overcome,  if  he  follow  conscience  and  trust  to  God 
for  help.  Personal  purity,  honor,  truth  :  I  assume 
that  in  your  hearts  there  are  a  reverence,  a  love  of 
these,  a  desire  that  you  may  be  known  for  true,  hon- 
orable, and  clean-living  men.  But  remember  :  purity, 
honor,  truth,  do  not  come  up  of  themselves  as  wild 
carrots  or  dandelions  grow  in  the  field  and  by  the  side 
of  country  roads  ;  they  are  the  acquisition  of  labor. 
Men  must  seek  these  things,  as  the  diver  seeks  the 
pearl  ;  they  must  grapple  with  any  sorcerer  or  siren 
who  opposes  that  quest  ;  they  must  put  to  strength, 
the  strength  of  an  honest  heart  and  resolute  will,  to 
have  these  things  at  all  cost.  A  low  materialism  and 
the  inborn  lust  of  carnal  enjoyment  will  contest  every 
inch  of  the  road  of  life  with  duty  and  law  ;  and  Duty 
is  one  of  the  noblest  words  in  our  English  tongue. 
Duty  to  God,  Duty  to  our  neighbor  ;  to  these  add 
Duty  to  self  :  to  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Christ  has  made  us  free  ;  to  disdain  an  ignoble  slavery 
to  any  sort  of  fatalism,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be 
called  ;  and  so  to  live  that  the  conscience  may  always 
give  a  good  answer  ;  that  when  you  look  into  your  own 
heart  you  may  see,  not  a  charnel  house  of  dead  bones 
and  all  uncleanness,  a  waste  of  ruined  promise, 
blighted  hope,  and  broken  resolutions,  but  a  pleasant 
place,  where  peace  and  joy  have  their  seat,  supported 
on  either  side  by  the  testimony  of  a  right  intention 
and  the  prophecy  of  everlasting  honor  in  a  world 
beyond  the  grave. 
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Thus  far  have  I  spoken  to  those  young  men  who 
are  going  out  into  the  world  with  their  work  before 
them.  Let  me  address  a  concluding  word  to  their 
elders,  on  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  institution  and  the  training  of  the 
youth  under  our  charge.  Have  we  done  our  duty  ? 
Are  we  up  to  the  task  set  before  us?  Every  one 
feels  that  this  is  an  eventful  epoch  in  the  history  of 
Columbia  :  a  time  of  change,  when  one  order  passes 
away  and  another  comes  in.  That  venerable  and 
illustrious  man,  who  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century 
has  held  the  reigns  of  Presidential  office,  now  lays 
them  aside,  and,  amid  universal  expressions  of  sor- 
row, withdraws  into  honored  retirement.  Who  is  to 
take  his  place  ?  Who  can  take  it  ?  Before  us  opens 
an  era  of  progress,  when  a  great,  I  may  almost  say  a 
vast,  expansion  of  our  educational  system  is  rendered 
possible  by  the  passing  of  the  years  of  dearth  and 
leanness,  and  the  coming  in  of  years  of  plenty. 
Upon  the  old  foundations,  which  must  be  kept  intact, 
a  mighty  superstructure  is  about  to  arise  ;  the  uni- 
versity is  come  already,  not  destructive  of  the  old, 
but  constructive  of  the  new.  What  responsibility 
rests  on  the  directors  of  this  grand  development ! 
What  ought  we  not  to  do,  what  not  to  bear,  that  the 
right  direction  may  be  given,  that  the  right  results 
may  ensue  !  We  exhort  our  young  men  to  be  sober- 
minded  ;  what  use  of  such  counsels  if  we  do  not  help 
them  ?  The  University,  as  we  are  to  shape  it,  must 
be  the  school  of  sober  thought,  of  serious  training. 
It  must  set  up  a  high  standard  of  Duty  to  Almighty 
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God,  of  Duty  to  the  State  and  the  Nation,  of  Duty 
to  Self  ;  it  must  be  the  Home  of  Christian  Faith,  of 
Patriotism,  of  Personal  Honor.  Thank  God,  this 
institution,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be  called, 
Columbia  College  or  Columbia  University,  has  consti- 
tutional safeguards  sufficient  to  keep  it  from  ever  be- 
coming a  godless  school.  "  In  lumine  Tuo  videbimus 
lumen."  These  words,  our  motto,  can  never  be  empty 
words.  God  must  be  recognized,  God  must  be  hon- 
ored, while  this  ancient  foundation  remains.  And 
therefore  we  have  advantages  for  forming  Character, 
the  great  object  of  education  ;  for  character  cannot 
be  formed  by  men  without  convictions,  and  with  no 
die  to  make  the  stamp.  If  one  of  the  governing 
body  of  this  College  may  venture  to  voice  the 
thoughts  of  his  colleagues,  as  he  understands  them, 
he  would  say  that  this  is  our  common  hope:  that  this 
College  may  grow,  in  all  its  Schools,  with  an  even 
and  symmetrical  growth  ;  that  he  who  comes  to  us 
as  its  head  will  be  a  man  of  earnest  religion  and  cath- 
olic sympathies  ;  that  a  spirit  of  loving  unity  and 
brotherly  regard  may  prevail  in  the  several  faculties  ; 
that  no  department  shall  be  exalted  at  the  expense  of 
another ;  that  nothing  shall  suffer  through  indiffer- 
ence or  neglect  ;  that  a  firm  and  wise  administration 
may  secure  the  public  favor,  and  commend  to  general 
confidence  ;  that  nothing  be  left  undone  to  train  the 
young  men  and  young  women  under  our  care  in  the 
paths  of  virtue  and  self-control,  sound  learning,  and 
loyalty  to  every  one  to  whom  loyalty  is  due  above 
and  below  ;  that  our  sons  may  grow  up  as  the  young 
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plants  and  that  our  daughters  may  be  as  the  polished 
corners  of  the  temple.  Never  before  in  this  country 
were  grander  opportunities  or  larger  facilities  afforded 
to  a  School  of  Art,  Letters,  and  Science.  Let  us, 
under  the  invocation  of  Almighty  God,  address  our- 
selves to  our  work,  believing  that  the  day  is  fixed  in 
some  Kalendar  of  future  years,  when  the  name  of 
Columbia  shall  stand  as  that  of  a  ruling  power  in 
the  world  of  thought,  a  dominant  influence  for  wis- 
dom, common-sense,  and  virtue  in  this  metropolis, 
and  the  most  attractive  of  the  seats  of  sound  learn- 
ing in  our  western  world. 
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